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t 32,500 acres, o is the largest na
rmed lake in Texas (itis actually a border laki
bout half of which is focated in Louisiana), Lege
~holds that it was created by.a great earthquake, b
was more likely formed betw he |

. Parks and Wildlife Department: Bald eagles are
frequently seen; along with the American alligator
and alligator snapping turtle. It is also-home for

arge number of wood ducks, one of America’s -

most beautiful waterfowl. They

11830, whien high water levels were a
a natural log jam on the Red River known as the
-‘Great Raft.” The damwas constructed by the Corps
int j permanently impounding the' -

pper, which is likea wild orchid. Other.
plants in the lake include: duckweed, the
ritty feeling plant that grows just under th
Surfac r; watter filies, which ha

-several forms. It can -
- .combine with other -
elements suchas
chlorine, carbol
oroxygen to.

bloodstream easily.
of the body, including
Excessive

with the sediment, Here
' itcan be changed i
_methylmercury. - :

Souroes: Tetas Dapsrtment of Heath, Gaddo was.. A shortistor o okl e T i

~largemouth bass:

and freshwater drum

o contain the highest

levels. The average for

3other species tested

- was relatively:low, with
catfish, erappie and carp

* containing the lowest levels of

mercury:

e species, including the yeliow lady

s Nature Conservancy in’

onal 7,000 wetland acres i

/ere putinto public s

- ownership on the.

pperend of Caddo.

' Adiacentto the existing B8
- Caddo Lake State Park_ |
~hear Kamack, the

expanded Caddo Lake - |

 State Park and Wildlife

anagement Areais
one of only 15 sites in
the United States to be

ide Ramsar
‘Don Herley of Eagles
fame grew Up near -~
Caddo, and fished the

ke regularly as a youhgéf He hés been

- Instrumental in helping to preserve it, establish g
the Caddo Lake Institute and Scholar's Program to’
provide oppontunities for study in the unique wetland

rea and 1o educate the public on the value of such
osystems 4

Tprocessing

0 exas. After

n evidentiary hearing; the Texas Natural Resources

- Conservation Commission is expectediorule on -
he company’s permit application later this year. ’
here is concern that the discharge of some 2.5

million gallons of waste water per day into'Big-+
Cypress Creek — water that flows intonearby Lake

-0 the Pines ahd eventially into Caddo — could. -
hreaten the municipal water supplies of communities
using these two reservoirs. Sl G

The Longhorm Army Ammunition Plant (se‘e‘ mab "

attop) at Karnack; Texas, has been declared a .
federal Superfund site, and cleanup efforts are now
under way there. At present, the focus is on one of
the landfills; where tr hloroethylene (TCE) has: :
‘migrated through the groundwater to nearby Harrison'-
Bayou. ltis one of Caddo’s many tributaries; but
the TCE has apparently not reached the lake. Testirzjg
at other sites within the plant grounds have foun

: additional groundwater contamination, - :




